Paris Olympics 2024 — D11 — A local victory

Local authorities are the first level of democracy. Within the Council of Europe (47 member
countries in 2024), the European Charter of Local Self-Government, ratified by 47 member
states of the Council of Europe, in 1988, has become a reference international treaty. It sets
common standards to protect and develop the rights and freedoms of local communities. It calls
upon the European states to respect democratic principles and practices, including the right to
participate in the management of public affairs, autonomy, elections to local bodies. The
European Commission has several proposals for action in this field. In the European Union,
since 2003, the European Week of Regions and Cities has been organized jointly by the
European Committee of the Regions (COR) and the European Commission. They are the first
to benefit from the European structural funds.

Local communities play a key role in sport. Municipalities are the primary contributors to sport.
The main item of expenditure is construction, renovation and maintenance of sports facilities.
They own it but make agreements with private companies to ensure financing too expensive for
their citizens. The City of Paris, owner of the Parc des Princes, has entrusted its concession to
the football club Paris Saint-Germain. As an exception, the Stade de France belongs to the State
which has signed an agreement with the Vinci-Bouygues consortium. The Palais Omnisport in
Paris Bercy (POPB) has been renamed Accor Arena POPB since 2015 with a ten-year
sponsorship contract. The sport facilities - Stade de France , Parc des Princes and POPB - were
decisive arguments for the Paris 2024 dossier to be selected by the I0C in 2017.

Paris is not alone in the Olympics 2024. The department of Seine Saint Denis benefited from
the JOP effect- 7 swimming pools built or renovated, 11 new gyms or stadiums, motorway
infrastructures, 4100 new housing (Olympic village), restored parks, bike paths... The lle de
France region, which is responsible for transport, also celebrated the Olympic manna: extension
of metro lines (11 and 14 to Orly) and RER, two new stations (Porte Maillot and La Défense).
The Olympic sites concern other metropolitan territories outside of the lle de France and the
Overseas Sea (Tahiti) for surfing events. They all benefited from the JO effect.

The political sensitivities of the mayor of Paris, the president of the departmental council of
Seine Saint Denis or the president of the lle de France region are very different. They saw the
advantage of being grouped together, and of forming a «republican front» to win the Olympic
dossier that had already convinced presidents of the Republic with very different profiles and
sensibilities. The sports movement is also very heterogeneous - some federations claim an
attachment to «popular education» and sport for all, while others are more «high level sport»
orientated with a more elitist speech. When it came to defending the Olympic issue, the sports
movement spoke with one voice.

Sport has no political color, no social origin, no territorial preference- it is accessible to all,
and for all, with the decisive support of local elected officials and local authorities engaged on
the ground, in the front line to defend the rights of their citizens, without any exclusion.
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